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Symposium2012: Looking back, looking forward
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The 100" ASSA Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held at the SAAO Auditorium
in Observatory, Cape Town on 1 August 2012. The following Council and Section

reports were presented.

ASSA Presidentis Report 2011 6 2012
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Double Star Section Report
Dave Blane

During the course of the year, double star
observations have been received from
one observer, Magda Streicher. She used
her 12-inch and 16-inch S/C telescopes
with an Astrometric eyepiece to measure
the position and separation of a 16 double
stars in Circinus. She also gave detailed
descriptions of the colours and appear-
ance of these stars in the eyepiece. In
addition she discussed the possibility of
other stars in the field being associated
with some of the systems. The observa-

tions of doubles in Circinus reported are
only samples of her much larger pro-
gramme undertaken.

The director continued his programme
of measuring double stars using a 6-inch
refractor and an Astrometric eyepiece.
These measurements will be published in
due course.

Other than this no other activity has been
reported. Pie

Variable Star Section Report
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Comet and Meteor Section Report
CrY /220SH

Summary of Observed Meteor Showers

Observer (no. of
showers observed)

Showers Observed and duration

Total Time hrs

Mary Fanner (2)

Gamma Normids (7.4), delta Pavonids (5.0)

12.4

Tim Cooper (2)

Eta Aquariids (2.0), alpha Circinids (4.2) 6.2

Tony Jones (1) Alpha Centaurids (5.0) 5.0
Karen Koch (1) Alpha Centaurids (4.8) 4.8
Total 28.4
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ySl aSSly3 mm aK2aSl Y'SY0Slia Iy pin
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Summary of Observed Fireballs
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Date, 2011 Time, UT Observer Location V mag
May 6 22h31 Simon Walsh and others | Waterberg, Limpopo -5
July 20 16h28 Louis Piovesan Estcourt, KZN -5
August 18 16h25 Sarah Coronaios Makhado, Limpopo -7
August 19 19h07 Lourens van Niekerk and | Makhado and Tuli >-5
Andrew Morgan Wilderness Area
August 23 20h15 Peter Herbert Seapoint, W Cape >-3
August 27 04h00 Laurence Matthews Barrydale, S Cape -4
September 23 17h13 Constant Volschenk Observatory, Gauteng -3
October 21 17h15 Jessy de Kock and | Peninsula, W Cape -5
Brandon Talbot
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Summary of Observed Comets

ICQ Observer Code C/2009 C/2006 C/2009 213P Cc/2011
FA 52 P1 W3

BEGO1 L *

CcO002 L] L] L ] L L]

STRO3 L

WAKXX b

KORxx b o

TOUxx Ld

Key to observers in Table:
BEGO1 = Mike Begbie
STRO3 = Magda Streicher
KORxx = Kos Coronaios
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Deep-sky Section Report
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UCT professor elected IAU Vice-President

Prof Ren®e Kraan-Korteweg, Chair of Astronomy and Head of the Astronomy de-
partment at the University of Cape Town has been elected Vice-President of the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the IAU at the 2012 General Assembly of the IAU in Beijing.
Please join us in congratulating Ren®e on this election. w

Paardefontein Satellite Tracking Station 1965 6 1981
Greg Roberts grr@telkomsa.net
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Sign at entrance to the Tracking Station T admittance was
appointment only. Picture: Greg Roberts, Easter 1966.
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tein satellite tracking station

Part of the DIANE interferometer (the French equivalent of the United States MINI-

TRACK). This operated in the 136-138 Mhz radio frequency band and was used to deter-
mine the orbit of a satellite using the satellites onboard radio transmitter. Picture: Greg

Roberts, Easter 1966.
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The IRIS antenna T a large array of eight
cross-axis yagi antennas used to receive
telemetry from satellites operating in the

136-138 Mhz radio band. In addition,
commands could be transmitted to the
satellite on a frequency close to 148 Mhz.
The entire array could be moved in azi-
muth and altitude to any part of the sky
and could follow the satellite as it passed
over the station. Picture: Greg Roberts,
Easter 1966.
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The FR-1 satellite, attached to its upper stage,
being testing in the laboratory. Solar cells can be
seen attached to the body of the satellite. Source:
V' Kiai2iort  tvRY'MIT - 200dNSR  http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Programme_spa-
2y ¢ 5S0 micp GKSy aidyla &SIS tial fran-ais

167 august 2012



atellite tracking station

Drawing of the FR-1 satellite as it looked in orbit. Source: http:
/lcentaur.sstl.co.uk/SSHP/micro/micro60s.html
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Robert Guedj T station manager from 1964

until the station closed down on 31 July 1980.

Source: http://nospremieresannees.fr
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The fitrackingo centre. The IRIS control console can be seen in the
centre of the picture. The racks on the left monitored the telemetry/
data received from the satellite. In the foreground is one of the
terminals and next to it is a radio teletype (RTTY) used to receive
prediction data. All data received was recorded and sent to France.
Source: http:/nospremieresannees.fr
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