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assa news

Anysberg Cape Centre - Students Star Party
Kechil Kikham
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Getting'ready for & night of observing, from L to R: Stefano

Moreira, Chris de Coning, John Richards and Wim Filmalter.

Jannie Smit receives a special award from the AAVSO
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news notes

Spring SSP at Night Sky: 21-23 October 2011
Edward Foster

After the success of the first Southern
Star Party (SSP) (see MNASSA 70, 3&4,
Apr 2011, p.49) the organizing commit-
tee, Auke Slotegraaf Edward Foster and
Lynnette Foster, set out to hold another
Star Party at the same venue from 21
to 23 October 2011. These dates were
decided on after being assured by local
farmers (all self-confessed experts on
local weather conditions of course) that
October was perfect. It was, except for
the mini-gale on Friday evening and
most of Saturday, which had all the lo-
cals shaking their heads and muttering
about how unusual and unpredictable
the weather was!

Each person at the Star Party received
a figoody bago containing all the in-
formation about the weekend, as well
as a nifty key ring and a pen with the

compliments of Eridanus Optics. The
attendance was not as good as for the
first SSP in March as we were compet-
ing with the finals of the Rugby World
Cup, but what we lacked in numbers
we certainly made up for in enthusiasm.
The lectures by Christopher Middle-
ton (SKA), Kos Coronaios (Practical
Astrophotography), Wim Filmhalter
(Astronomy Outreach Demo), Martin
Lyons (Video Astrophotography), Evan
Knox-Davies (Introduction to radio
telescopes and SKA/KAT) and Edward
Foster (Fossils, Light and Time) were
all very well attended.

The Astro Quiz was once again popular,
with John Richards becoming the new
holder of the coveted floating rosette
held by Evan Knox-Davies since the
March SSP. During the course of the

; ZAYQa A1S{02LJS
‘6SIy/H 184S 6fSRH
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news notes

get together various spot prizes, lucky
draws and a raffle saw attendees walk-
ing away with solar filters and a lens
cleaning pen (both courtesy of Erida-
nus Optics), a Galileo scope (courtesy
of Kos Coronaios) and a 5-inch tel-
escope with all the trimmings (courtesy
of Auke and Edward), various book
prizes, bottles of wine and SSP coffee
mugs (courtesy of the organizing com-
mittee).

Friday night was not at all kind to us
as far as stargazing was concerned with
wind, loose clouds and high level haze
playing havoc with all attempts at seri-
ous viewing or photography and also
hampering the efforts of the partici-
pants in the observing challenge. Even
the Orionids let us down and in particu-
lar frustrated Kos no end as he seemed
to consistently have his camera pointed
in the wrong direction when the odd
one did appear.

50

Saturday night was clear, with no wind
and good viewing conditions even
though there was some moisture in the
air to the South as a result of the cold
front sliding past other side the Rivier-
sonderend Mountains. Auke reported
that it was not possible to resolve the
two lobes of eta Carinaets fiHomuncu-
luso due to the moisture. On the other
hand people were getting excellent
views of Jupiter over to the north. The
much improved weather on Saturday
night enabled Pierre de Villiers and his
son Andr , as well as Wim Filmalter to
complete the observing challenge and
receive certificates for their efforts. On
Sunday Kos and Ketchil left early as
they had early commitments elsewhere,
while the rest of us packed up and de-
parted in a more leisurely fashion.

The Autumn 2012 SSP (Friday, 20
April to Sunday, 22 April) promised to
be bigger and better! PAS
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New Directors for SA Observatories
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