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Cover: Thackeray's Globules

The red background glow is hydrogen gas which silhouettes dark clouds of gas known
as ‘Thackeray’s Globules’. They were discovered by the South African astronomer AD
Thackeray in 1950 while director of the Radcliffe Observatory, Pretoria. This recent
Hubble image clearly shows two dense dust clouds overlapping, each more than one
light year across. Young hot stars are radiating intense UV light and it is likely that no
further stars will be born here as this radiation will prevent the clouds from collapsing to
form any further new stars.
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The Astronomical Society of Southern Africa (ASSA) was formed in 1922 by the amalgamation of
the Cape Astronomical Association (founded 1912) and the Johannesburg Astronomical Association
(founded 1918). It is a body consisting of both amateur and professional astronomers.

Publications: The Society publishes its own electronic journal, the Monthly Notes of the Astronomical
Society of Southern Africa (MNASSA) bimonthly and an annual printed Sky Guide Africa South.

Membership: Membership of the Society is open to all. Potential members should consult the
Society’s web page assa.saao.org.za for details. Joining is possible via one of the Local Centres or as
a Country Member.

Local Centres: Local Centres of the Society exist at Bloemfontein, Cape Town, Durban, Harare, Her-
manus, Johannesburg, Pietermaritzburg (Natal Midlands Centre), Pretoria and Sedgefield district
(Garden Route Centre). Membership of any of these Centres automatically confers membership of
the Society.

Sky & Telescope: Members may subscribe to Sky & Telescope at a significant discount (proof of Cen-
tre membership required) . Please contact membership secretary for details.

Internet contact details: e-mail: assa@saao.ac.za homepage: http://assa.saao.ac.za
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hydra the multi-headed serpent

of magnitude 3 and magni-
tude 11 near its minimum.
The reddish-orange colour
star (HD number 117287)
with a period of 389 days
classed with a spectral type
M6 — 9, and a parallaxes
of 8.05 milli arc-second
according to Christopher
Middleton.

But the real show stopper
in the Hydra constellation
is the magnificent galaxy
NGC 5236, better known
as Messier 83, discovered
by Nicolas Louis de Lacaille
at the Cape of Good Hope
in 1752. The galaxy is situ-

ated barely 30" from the
northern border with the
constellation  Centaurus
and is also part of the Cen-
taurus galaxy group. Itis a
large, bright, face-on galaxy
with a soft, flimsy edge
quite outstanding against
the star field. The bright
nucleus is obvious, and
with careful observation it
displays a soft halo around
a more bar-like east-west
core. Really high mag-
nification through larger
amateur telescopes will
bring out the delicate arm
extensions which can be
glimpsed curving out from

the east end of the nucleus
going south and the other
arm from the western end
going north. Faint stars
peek through the glow,
with a few brighter ones
sighted just off the extreme
eastern edge of the galaxy.
Since 1923, more than a
handful of supernova ex-
plosions have been found
in this galaxy.

Never underestimate a
woman, even if she is a
constellation against the
starry skies — she will show
you a thing or two that are
unbeatable! w

Object Type RA (J2000.0) Dec Mag Size
NGC 2548 M 48 Open Cluster 08"13m8  -05°48 5.8 54’
Arp 252 Galaxy 0944 8 -1943 15 1.5'x0.4’

(PGC 27928/9) Galaxy 0944 9 -1943 15.3 0.9'x0.4
NGC 3109 Galaxy 10031 -2610 9.8 15'x2.9’
NGC 3242 Planetary Nebula 1024 8 -1838 7.8 16”
NGC 3314 Galaxy 1037 2 2741 12.8 1.5'x0.8’
NGC 3390 Galaxy 1048 1  -3133 12.4 3.1'x0.7
Alessi J11046-3157 Asterism 11046 -3158 8 3.3
NGC 3621 Galaxy 1118 3  -3249 8.9 9.8'x4.6’
NGC 4590 M 68 Globular Cluster 12395 -2646 7.7 12’

R Hydrae Variable star 1329 7 -2317 3-11 389.6d
NGC 5236 M 83 Galaxy 1337 6 -2953 7.6 15.5'x13.0
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