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Cover: The Southern Pinwheel

One of the first light images of the three new LCOGT 1-m telescopes was, very fittingly
of M83, the Southern Pinwheel Galaxy. This face-on spiral galaxy is located in the
constellation of Hydra, some 15 million light years away. Nicolas Louis de Lacaille
discovered this object on 23 February 1752 from the Cape of Good Hope. Almost
to the day, 261 years later, this galaxy was imaged around 23 February 2013, while
commissoning the LCOGT telescopes. (See article on p.53.)

astronomical society of southern africa

The Astronomical Society of Southern Africa (ASSA) was formed in 1922 by the amalgamation of
the Cape Astronomical Association (founded 1912) and the Johannesburg Astronomical Association
(founded 1918). It is a body consisting of both amateur and professional astronomers.

Publications: The Society publishes its own electronic journal, the Monthly Notes of the Astronomical
Society of Southern Africa (MNASSA) bimonthly and an annual printed Sky Guide Africa South.

Membership: Membership of the Society is open to all. Potential members should consult the
Society’s web page assa.saao.org.za for details. Joining is possible via one of the Local Centres or as
a Country Member.

Local Centres: Local Centres of the Society exist at Bloemfontein, Cape Town, Durban, Harare, Her-
manus, Johannesburg, Pietermaritzburg (Natal Midlands Centre), Pretoria and Sedgefield district
(Garden Route Centre). Membership of any of these Centres automatically confers membership of
the Society.

Sky & Telescope: Members may subscribe to Sky & Telescope at a significant discount (proof of Cen-
tre membership required) . Please contact membership secretary for details.

Internet contact details: e-mail: assa@saao.ac.za homepage: http://assa.saao.ac.za
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